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from want and the desolation of widowhood on the one
hand, and from splendour and notoriety on the other,
nothing could be more natural than such conduct in
such a Being at such a time. But if his purpose was to
exalt* her into an object of religious adoration, that
nations should kneel before her, and all people do her
homage, then the words and the conduct of our Lord
at this hour seem altogether unaccountable: and so
would the words of the Evangelist also be, " And from
that hour that disciple took her unto his own home."

After this not another word falls from the pen of St.
John which can be made to bear on the station, the
character, the person, or circumstances of Mary. After
his resurrection our Saviour remained on earth forty
days before He finally ascended into heaven. Many of
his interviews and conversations with his disciples dur-
ing that interval are recorded in the Gospel. Every
one of the four Evangelists relates some act or some
saying of our Lord on one or more of those occasions.
Mention is made by name of Mary Magdalene, of Mary
[the mother] of loses, of Mary [the mother] of James,
of Salome, of Joanna, of Peter, of Cleophas, of the dis-
ciple whom Jesus loved, at whose house the mother of
our Lord then was; of Thomas, of Nathanael. The
eleven also are mentioned generally. But by no one
of the Evangelists is reference made at all to Mary
the mother of our Lord, as having been present at any
one of those interviews; her name is not alluded to
throughout.

On one solitary occasion subsequently to the ascen-
sion of Christ, mention is made of Mary his mother, in
company with many others, and without any further
distinction to separate her from the rest1: " And when
1 Acts i. 13.